
Pyrate News 
The 3rd day of April in the year Two Thousand and Twenty One, Mill Town, Florida 

Who arrgh the Blackwater Pyrates? 
 

 

The Legend of the Blackwater Pyrate Crew 

It was the year of 1994 that a weary pirate name of Bones first set 

foot on the shores of Mill Town, a small village on the shores of the 

Blackwater River. But as he did so he declared someday he would 

revisit this pristine location not only to test its fine population, but to 

reclaim the treasure that he buried along the riverbanks. So it came 

to pass that Bones did return in the year 2006 and could not locate 

the treasure he had deposited. In anger, he attacked the city of Mill 

Town with a band of cutthroats as no one had ever seen before. It 

was a short battle with the locals and before the dust settled Bones 

had a local Commissioner Bob Cole walk the plank. It was then that 

he declared he be renamed Blackwater Bones and his band of pirates 

be known as the feared Blackwater Pyrates! To this day ye can hear 

the rousting voices of the Blackwater Pyrates as the echo through the 

trees that line the river as the pyrates search for their gold. For it’s 

here that the legend lies, in wait, for eternity. So if you be on the river 

at night and you see a moving flame, or a rasping voice, its 

Blackwater Bones and his men, in search of booty. 



Doc Shoals joined the Pyrates in January of 

2021. Long time friend of Gin Rummy and 

Maltease, Doc Shoals decided that he wanted 

the “Pyrate Life.” 

Bear Claw is a neighbor and dear friend of 

Devil Rae and Leatherneck. She prepares 

floral arrangements at her store in Daphne, 

and enjoys the serenity of Paradise Island 

in her spare time. 

Who arrgh the Blackwater Pyrates? 
During the past 2 years 

the Blackwater Pyrates 

have added significant 

numbers to the crew. 

Over the next several 

newsletters, I plan to 

introduce the new 

Pyrates and reintroduce 

many of the more 

seasoned Pyrates. 

So, who arrgh the 

Blackwater Pyrates? 

Study hard, there may 

be a  test later. 

Prickly Pear and Popeye have been Pyrates since 2018. They 

are active members of the “Friday night club” as well as  

regulars at the Bistro on Wednesday evenings. 

Bully and Poppy are longtime Pyrates and  close friends 

with Terra and Clyda (Teresa and Mike McCombs). 



Long John Silver is a 2020 Pyrate and got to know us while 

singing Karaoke at B-Dubbs. Salty Cracker and Holler Leg 

introduced him to what it means to be a Pyrate. 

El Jeffe is a 2021 Pyrate who enjoys hanging with the 

Pyrates at the Bistro on Wednesday evenings. 

Who arrgh the Blackwater Pyrates? 

Skipper is also a 2021 Pyrate who enjoys hanging with the 

Pyrates at the Bistro on Wednesday evenings. He has been a 

long time fan of the Pyrates, but now is finally an Off-Shore 

Pyrate. 

Can you name this group of rascals? The answer is 

at the end of the newsletter. 



April is customarily our opportunity to introduce our newest Pyrates to the world of 

the Blackwater Pyrates. We celebrate the coming of spring, welcome our newest 

Pyrates, and share stories of Pyrate lore as we discuss what it means to be a Pyrate. 

Captains, Officers, Event Leaders and Crew make presentations and recruit the “Pyrate 

Pups” to aid in fulfilling our missions.  

Previous New 

Member Parties 

have included 

demonstrations 

into appropriate 

Pyrate attire as 

well as a Pyrate 

exchange. Legacy 

Pyrates took the 

opportunity to 

“clean their clos-

ets” by estab-

lishing a 

“barter and 

buy” table. 

Even some new Pyrates joined in the “show 

and tell” portion of the celebration by show-

ing off their Pyrate attire and telling everyone 

where it could be purchased. Some of our 

more creative Pyrates provided instructions 

in “pyratizing” your own clothing or even 

how to create your own from scratch. The 

event is always fun, educational and enter-

taining.  

Sail Bad and Sea Salt demonstrate Pyrate attire 

Full Throttle and Two Sox discuss appropriate Pyrate 

attire and where it can be purchased 

How do you dress like a Pyrate? 

The Marinator (SasSea and Lucky’s boat) was used to shuttle 

Pyrates across Ward Basin to the New Member Party 



Stew Burner and Lady Belle hosted the 

2019 New Member Party 

Sailbad, Barracuda and Dollar Bill enjoy the 

feast at the 2019 New Member party 

Our last New Member Party was held in 2019 

and was hosted by Stew Burner and Lady Belle. 

Pyrates were shuttled via pontoon boat across 

Ward Basin to enjoy the celebration. Everyone 

was treated to a pot luck dinner and no one 

went home hungry.  

The 2020 celebration, like most events, was can-

celled due to Covid restrictions. Looking for-

ward, we are all preparing for a return to gath-

erings with our friends and family. The Blackwa-

ter Pyrates plan to hold the New Member Party 

on April 10th and Way Big Tom will host the 

event. The address is 5720 Lakeside Court, Mil-

ton, Fl and the event will start at 4 pm. 

Determining who classifies as a “new Pyrate” 

has been decided by the Membership Chair and 

her Event Committee. Any member who joined 

after the New Member Party in April of 2019 will 

be considered a “new member,” and there are plenty that fall into this category. Approximately 35-

45 Pyrates joined after April 2019 according to our records. However, we are inviting ALL Pyrates to 

come join in the festivities. 

The Marinator (SasSea and Lucky’s boat) was used to shuttle 

Pyrates across Ward Basin to the New Member Party 

How do you party like a Pyrate? 

Capt Fins Up, Leatherneck and Greybeard enjoy a laugh 



What does it mean to be a Pyrate? 

The Blackwater Pyrates are a community organization in the truest sense of the word. 

As Pyrates we have 3 core missions, or pillars of our organization. Maritime Heritage 

Preservation, River Clean Up, and Boater Safety. Everything we do as Pyrates centers 

around these 3 core missions.  

Generally in March we gather to provide a Historical Lecture concerning the Blackwater 

River area. Due to extenuating circumstances, this year we have delayed our lecture 

until early September. This event is always fun and informative and addresses the his-

torical significance of the Blackwater River and surrounding communities.  

Previous events have included local members of our community discussing their family 

history of the area. We have had authors come to read from and speak about their 

books that were written about the history of the Blackwater River and Communities. 

Generally, we have our “show and tell” tables set up exhibiting artifacts discovered by 

local researchers as well as collections from our own Pyrates. These exhibits have in-

cluded tools from the wooden ship era as well as pictures and a wide variety of memo-

rabilia from a time long past. 

This year’s event is planned to include lost communities of the Blackwater River. The 

Event Leader is Big Al and she is currently researching several great historical ac-

countings concerning the area. It will be fun and very informational. Be sure to join us. 



In September the kayaks and canoes come out to play. This event is more laid back, 

both figuratively and literally. The Upper River Clean Up is a 4-6 hour slow roll down 

the river involving less tonnage of debris and more socializing as the Pyrates create 

their own “lazy river” environment, culminating in a evening of celebration. This year 

we plan to camp in the Blackwater River State Park so participants can relax and enjoy 

an adult beverage after a grueling day on the river. Captain Murky generally leads this 

event. 

In April and September we gather with our boats, and/or kayaks and canoes, to clean 

our precious river and basin areas. Our April event (the Lower River Clean Up) coin-

cides with Earth Day, and we turn it into an all day celebration. We gather near Shell 

Pile Landing (originally called Tampa Landing) at the Kayak Launch in the morning for 

coffee and pastries. Officially, we discuss our strategies and safety concerns. Unofficial-

ly, the posturing begins as the event becomes a competition for who can remove the 

greatest volume of debris. Annual bragging rights are a great motivator, with a cleaner 

river reaping the rewards.  

By early afternoon everyone returns to the landing to offload their “treasures” and 

compare “war stories.” Tons of trash are removed every year, including cans, bottles, 

abandon tents and chairs. Occasionally, we even have derelict boats as well as furni-

ture that require removal. This year April 17th will be the big day, with Big Al and 

Woody leading the event. 

What does it mean to be a Pyrate? 



Finally, but no less important, Boater Safety. As an organization who honors the water-

ways surrounding our communities through our missions, we strive to make the water 

a safer place for ourselves, our families, and our community. Every May a spotlight is 

placed on safe boating with the observance of Boater Safety Week nationally. The 

Pyrates plan our annual Boat Inspections and Blessing of the Fleet to coincide with 

Boater Safety Week.  

Leatherneck is the Boater Safety Chairperson and leads the Boater Inspection event by 

coordinating with the U.S. Coast Guard to conduct free boat inspections. Additionally, 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) will occasionally join in to 

provide their inspections in conjunction with our annual event. The Pyrates provide 

boaters with some necessary essentials (life jackets, whistles ...etc.) as needed. 

Suffolk Scalawag is the Blessing of the Fleet Event Leader, and the following pages have 

a message from him and show pictures of the annual event in process. 

What does it mean to be a Pyrate? 



Blessing of the Fleet is a Maritime tradition that began centuries ago in Mediterranean 

fishing communities. The event includes a blessing from local priests and pastors that 

is meant to ensure a safe and bountiful season. Our event leader is Suffolk Scalawag 

and below is a brief message addressing both the Blessing of the Fleet and Coast 

Guard Vessel Inspection events. 

What does it mean to be a Pyrate? 



What does it mean to be a Pyrate? 

Vessels of all shapes and sizes line up on the Blackwater River near the 

Hwy 90 bridge (Caroline St) for the annual Blessing of the Fleet. 

Although not directly associated with the Blackwater Pyrate core missions, the annual 

event of the Blessing of the Fleet coincides with Boater Safety Week and provides our 

Pyrates with the opportunity to share with our community a tradition passed down to all 

sailors. 

We invite all boaters throughout the community to join in the celebration. We continue 

to honor the tradition in hope for another safe and successful boating season. 

And Finally, a tidbit on Boater Safety 

Did you know? 

 All boats are required by law to have a U.S. Coast Guard approved, readily accessible, properly 

fitting, and in good condition life jacket for each person onboard. It must be of the correct size for 

each wearer. Children under 13 must wear their life jacket while underway unless they are below 

deck or in an enclosed cabin. Boats of 16 feet and over in length (except canoes and kayaks) must also 

have a throwable flotation device. 



How do you party like a Pyrate? 

Skull Island Retreat 

The Skull Island Retreat is an annual event led by Slim Shady. Although not listed as a 

core mission, the annual event is a tradition among the Pyrates.  

Pyrates come from all over the globe (mostly Santa Rosa County) to participate. We 

secure our vessels to the shores of Escribano Point, or more commonly known to the 

Pyrates as Skull Island, and celebrate the unofficial beginning of Summer (any excuse to 

party like a Pyrate). Food, music, adult beverages, and social interaction. That is what it 

means to party like a Pyrate!! Come join us June 12, 2021. 



Who arrgh the Blackwater Pyrates? 

Here is the answer to the quiz from page 3; Around the table from front left—Sandy 

Bottom, Captain Murky, Bear Claw, Devil Rae, SasSea, Captain Lucky, Scribbler, Captain 

Fins Up, Frenchy, Hands, Say-Dee, Ruby Red, Sand Dollar, Leatherneck, Grog  and Calico 

Kate. 

The Pyrates hold a preemptive strike at the Hangar, in advance to holding our General 

Membership Meetings at this location. Enjoying dining, drinking and socializing. 





Thank you 2021 Sponsors 



Thank you 2020 Sponsors 






