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2021 Upper River Clean Up 
Although the Upper River Clean Up 

was officially rained out, the 

camping party was fantastic.  

Four (4) campers, nine (9) Pyrates, 

and four (4) dogs enjoyed a 

weekend filled with conversations, 

park cleanup, camaraderie, and 

rain. Devil Rae says there might 

have been a little alcohol involved 

also. 

Upper River Clean Up was not a complete rain out as 

the Blackwater Pyrates, determined to fulfill their 

mission, came out in a smaller than usual force. 

Between showers, several Pyrates proceeded to the 

boat launch, beach and trail areas around the 

Blackwater River State Park and collected several bags 

of discarded trash. I would love to say no Pyrate was 

injured during the outing, unfortunately, I will just say 

little more than pride and ego were bruised over the 

weekend. Yes, there is definitely a story behind that 

statement and only a captain can tell it properly. 

Capt Murky, SasSea, Sandy Bottom, Capt Lucky, Devil Rae, Bear Claw and Leather-

neck posse for a brief photo-op at Blackwater River State Park for Upper River Clean 

Up. Not shown are Pyrates Tiny and Not Yet. 

Capt Murky and Leatherneck  help Capt Lucky fix his RV 



Wayward and Westward Pyrates 

Pyrates may come and 

Pyrates may go, but good 

Pyrates are never forgotten. 

This year saw the departure 

of Squiddy and Wino I 

Know. They decided that it 

was better to return to their 

roots and family back in 

Mississippi. 

And as all good Pyrates do, 

Prickly Pear and Popeye 

took their travelling 

Blackwater Pyrate flag with 

them as they trekked about 

the country. One of their 

final stops was in 

Mississippi at the new 

home of Squiddy and Wino 

I Know. 

I don’t think they are in 

witness protection 

however, that can neither 

be confirmed nor denied at 

this time. 

We wish them good luck in 

their new abode and look 

forward to seeing them for 

the 2021 WWSRE. 

A pair of “squids” - Popeye and Squiddy display the travelling BWP flag in Mississippi 

Wino I Know and Prickly Pear display the travelling BWP flag in Mississippi 



2021 Skull Island...part 2 

Historically, the Pyrates make an annual trip to celebrate the year with the Skull Island 

Retreat. Unfortunately, like many events this year and last, we were forced to change the 

venue at the last minute due to Mother Nature. Normally, we also update the Pyrate pole 

located at the western edge of the sandbar during this event. 

On Sunday, October 10th we were able to once again complete the repairs and updates 

to the Pyrate pole. We had a great turnout and an even nicer day on the water.  

 

J Hawk, Hooligan, Ms. Tidy, Break It, Grogette, Grog, Capt Fins Up, Swamp Yankee, Capt Lucky, Scribbler, 2 Noodles, Devil Rae, Sand Dollar, 

Slim Shady, Leatherneck, and Rambob (Lucy in front) in front of the newly updated Skull Island Pyrate Pole 



2021 Skull Island...part 2 
With new Pyrates, Old Legacy Pyrates, 

Honorary Pyrates and Captains, we were 

able to attach new signs that were created 

during a painting party at the Bistro earlier 

in the year. 

Directional signs from all over the area, 

country and world were attached to the 

Pyrate Pole. 

 

What a beautiful day on the water. We were 

able to mingle with the River Rats that 

washed in from way up the Blackwater River. 

For those of you who are reasonably new 

Pyrates, the River Rats and the Blackwater 

Pyrates have a bit of history. Several wars 

have been fought between the two groups 

(all friendly events) and many an evening has 

been spent engaging in banter and beer. 

Skull Island Pyrate Pole 

Skull Island Pyrate Pole getting the finishing touches from Capt Lucky 



2021 Skull Island...part 2 

Repairing the Blackwater Pyrate Skull Island Pole  Rambob and Two Noodles work to remove fishing line from Hooligan’s motor  

Father and daughter show off the shark caught at Skull Island 

Like any good Pyrate 

event, the Pyrates spread 

good will in both words 

and deeds. New 

friendships were created 

by merely being in the 

right place at the right 

time with the right 

attitudes. 

Rambob and Two Noodles 

worked with an unknown 

fisherman to help remove 

fishing line that had 

become wrapped around 

the propeller and shaft of 

Hooligan’s “yacht.”  

Other Pyrates assisted 

with father/daughter 

pictures. A very good day.  



Captain’s Log 10-15-2021 

After being the Captain of this great organization for about nine months now, I have come to realize 

several things. First, the Blackwater Pyrates really are a great organization and the only way any 

organization becomes or stays great is through the work of the crew. 

I have watched our membership grow to in excess of 170 members. I have seen new members 

seamlessly become active members of several event committees. I have seen more established 

members take individuals “under their wing” and help them better understand the legacy of the 

Blackwater Pyrates. 

Many Legacy Pyrates had expressed the desire to take a step back in order to let the organization grow. 

Those Pyrates were and always will remain the foundation of this organization. The thought of letting 

go of the reigns may have scared many, but in order to grow, new blood must step in and “make it their 

own.”  

This year I have seen previous Event Leaders take a step back and enjoy the fruits of their labor as we 

continue to blossom and create new paths to continue with our legacy. Although being an Event 

Leader can be a very challenging and sometimes scary position, several individuals have stepped up 

and taken on these roles. And it has been extremely satisfying as the captain to see just how successful 

our new leaders have become with moving our ship forward. 

As an aging group of Pyrates, we continue to have our losses also. These losses come in many forms. 

Some Pyrates move out of the area and thus become Off Shore Pyrates or in some cases decide to “go 

legit” and stop being Pyrates all together. Some Pyrates remain local, but as life happens and their 

interests change, they chose to part ways with us. And although these past Pyrates remain dedicated 

to the missions of the Blackwater Pyrates, their time must be spent on other pressing matters. 

But there is also the group of Pyrates who are lost due to health issues, either with themselves or 

family members. Our thoughts and prayers always go out to those members and their families. It is 

important that our organization continues to recognize the loss suffered by these Pyrates. In order to 

accomplish this I plan to return to using our “Oh by the way” time at the end of our meetings to 

recognize our members who are suffering. If anyone is made aware of another Pyrate who maybe 

suffering, please be sure to notify me and the Pyrates will support them in anyway possible. 

Thanks again for everything you do to help us be successful. I look forward to being your captain for as 

long as you want me (not to exceed my current term). 

 

Captain Lucky 





Thank you 2021 Sponsors 
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